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American Civil War, President-Founder of The Theosophical
Society, used to preside over these Convention lectures
himself in the old days; but he never spoke anything after
Mrs. Besant.

One year I remember Mrs. Besant started her lecture at
the ciose of the anniversary proceedings/ with an apology.
She said that usually towards the end of a meal delicacies
and savouries are served to whet the appetite. On this
occasion all the savouries in the form of earlier speeches
from the representatives of the different parts of the world,
had already been served ; and she now came unfortunately
with a full and heavy dish of da/ bhat (rice and pulse, which
is the usual chief vegetarian meal of the north of India).
She caused a little merriment, and there was laughter from
the audience. The incident is worth recording, because I
cannot remember her attempting to rouse any amusement
in her audience on any other occasion. She was too
serious for it, I doubt if any of her speeches were ever
punctuated with laughter like those of many of us, poli-
ticians, social reformers, educationists, theologians and
others.

At these annual meetings no one spoke after her, and
her last words invariably left her audience waiting and
anxious for more that, it seemed, was almost sure to follow.
So many speakers end their speeches by saying : " I have
done " ; t( that is all that I have to say " ; "I thank you
for your patience in listening to me" ; etc. Not so
Mrs. Besant. She Just finished off at the very height of her
eloquence, and sat down or left the rostrum, leaving the
audience to applaud and demonstrate as they liked. I